
 

NGWENYA RIVER ESTATE ENVIRONMENTAL GUIDELINES 

1. INTRODUCTION 

 These guidelines must be read in conjunction with the landscaping guidelines, the Environmental management Plan (EMP) and 

the environmental sensitivity map. 

 The environmental guidelines deal primarily with urban open space, of which the riverine environment along the river and 

spruit are the most significant. Other open spaces include streetscape, parks, storm water servitudes,  and graves. 

 Urban open spaces provide important and attractive natural areas within the estate and the natural and indigenous character 

emanating from these areas must be enhanced and duplicated onto individual properties. 

 

2. GENERAL GUIDELINES APPLICABLE TO ALL URBAN OPEN SPACES 

 Urban open spaces are utilised entirely at residents own risk. The Ngwenya Home Owners Association (NHOA) shall entertain 

no claims for damages of whatsoever nature or from whatsoever cause arising. 

 Specific landscaping guidelines have been formulated for stands bordering onto these areas. 

 No building rubble, general waste, gardening waste, refuse or litter shall be disposed of in these areas. 

 Residents and their guests are urged to leave any open space they visit as clean and in the condition that it was found in, and to 

report any incidents of the above mentioned violation. 

 Pets shall be on a leash when walking in these areas. Pet fecal matter shall be picked up by the owner when such occurs. 

 Picnicking shall only be allowed in designated areas. 

 The rights and privileges of residents bordering onto these areas shall be honoured during utilisation of these areas atall times 

 No excessive noise shall be allowed in these areas at anytime 

 Indigenous vegetation shall not be removed or damaged within these areas. Wildlife shall not be chased, trapped, harmed or 

killed in any circumstances. 

 Site/flood lighting must be screened in order to prevent direct light leaving the property. 

 All invasive alien vegetation shall be removed from these areas as well as individual owners being responsible to remove alien 

vegetation from their respective property. 

 No quad bikes, motorbikes, motor vehicles or bicycles are allowed in urban open spaces. 

 Environmental awareness must be stimulated among residents in order to stimulate, improve and maintain biodiversity of the 

estate. 

 

3. RIVER, SPRUIT AND DAM 

 These areas serve as important migration corridors and habitats for wildlife and the integrity of the areas must be maintained. 

 Pollution from external sources upstream from the estate must be monitored on a daily basis and reported to the Estate 

Manager if such occurs. 

 No swimming, playing or wading in the river and side streams is allowed. 

 No water sports are allowed within the river, spruit and dam. 

 No fishing shall be allowed within the river, spruit, and dam. 

 Exotic invasive vegetation must be monitored regularly to reduce these plants spreading into the estate, and especially to 

protect the integrity of these areas. (Estate Manager) 

 Erosion, especially at storm water outlets, must be monitored after rain. No access or playing is allowed onto the pipe bridge. 

(Estate Manager) 

 No playing is allowed in the vicinity of the sewer pump stations. No unauthorized entry or removal of any part of these 

structures is allowed and would be criminally prosecuted bylaw. 

 An emergency contingency plan must be formulated in the event that both the sewer pumps and standby pumps are not 

working. (Estate Manager) 

 Flood warnings and regular removal of debris must be implemented at the low-level vehicle crossing/bridge over the spruit. 

(Estate Manager) 
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4. STREETSCAPE 

 The development and maintenance of these areas have been dealt with in thelandscaping guidelines. 

 Residents shall maintain trees, plants and lawn that have been planted on their pavements/sidewalks. 

 Residents shall develop and maintain on a regular basis all visible landscapes on their 

properties, as well as their sidewalks, in an attractive and neat way. 

 

5. PARKS 

 No swimming, playing or wading in the irrigation pond is allowed. 

 No crossing onto the island is allowed, since this area is considered and ecological exclusive zone. 

 Playing in the plant beds or on rocks/boulders is not allowed as is playing in the storm water swale is not allowed. 

 

6. STORM WATER SERVITUDES 

 These servitudes must be considered as an integral part of the open space system and 

stands bordering onto these areas must adhere to specific landscaping guidelines for 

these areas. 

 Storm water inlets, outlets and overflows must be maintained and monitored on a 

regular basis to ensure proper and effective functioning. (Estate Manager) 

 No playing is allowed in storm water pipes, trenches or inlets, especially due to the risk of flash flooding. 

7. GRAVES 

 Several grave sites are located within the estate. These areas are fenced in, with a gate 

to allow access for family and relatives. Access to these areas shall be available a tall 

times. 

 Grave sites are located within the urban open space system and form an integral part 

thereof. Care shall be exercised during maintenance of these areas in order to 

prevent any damage to or disturbance of graves. (Estate Manager) 

 Malicious damage to graves would be prosecuted bylaw. 

 No playing is allowed in theseareas. 

 No damage shall be caused to these areas. 
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